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PROCEEDINGS IN CONGRESS.
IN SENATE.

Besides the presentation of a great number of me-
motials and petitions, the following reports from
committees were made:

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on the Judiciary, re-
ported a bill to enable the Chickasaw Nation to try the validi-
ty of claims aguinst the United States.

" Mr. JARNAGIN, from the C on Revolati
Claims, reported without amendment the bill for the relief of]
John 8. Russworm,

Also, sdverse reports in the cases of Albert A. Muller, and
of the representatives of James Bell, deceased.

Mr. BAYARD, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, re-
ported an act to provide for the enlistment of boys in the na-
val service, and o extend the term of sea seevice.

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on Commerce,
reported a bill for the relicf of Noah Miller,

Mr. MILLER, fmmullw U&Tmim on the District of Co-
lumbia, reported a hill for incorporation of the Insane
Asylum in Alexandrin.

Also, with amendment, the bill from the House correcting
& clerical error in the hill regulating the mesne process in the
District of Columbia ; which was read a third time and passed.

Mr. BENTON, from the Conunittee on Indian Affairs, re-
ported a bill for the relief of Reuben Gentry and others,

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian Aflairs, re-
ported a bill for the relief of George Duvall.

Also, without amendment, the bhill authorizing persons to
whom reservations of land have been made under Indian trea-
ties to alienate e sume.

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Judiciary, re-
ported a bill te authorize the courts of the United States to
assue the writ of habeas corpus in cases not provided for by law.

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on the Publie
Lands, reported with amendment the bill to grant the titles to
certain lots of land in the towns of Perryshurg and Croghans-
ville, Ohie,

Mr. HENDERSON, from the Committee on Private Land
Claims, reported s bill to confies the tithe to coctain buds
claimed by Benjamin Ballan).

Mr. ASHLEY, from the Committee on Military Affairs,
reported a bill for the relief of Jumes Smalley.

Also, an unfavorable report on the petition of Albert Day
and others, of a company of Ohio volunteers.

Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Roads and Canals,
reported with amendments a bill to grant a portion of the pub-
lic lands to the State of Illinois, to aid in the completion of
the Illinois and Michigan canal.

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, from the Committee on Pulilie
Lands, reported with amendment the bill to grant the Btate of
IMinois a right of way through the public lands of the United
States.

Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee of Claims, reported a
bill for the relief of J. Throckmorton.

Also, an unfavorable report on the petition of T. B. Win-
ston.

Also, a resolution that the claim and papers of Messrs.
Harvey & Slagg be taken from the Conmittee of Claims and
be referred to the Compittes on Finanee.

Mr. JARNAGIN, from the Committee on Revolutionary
Claims, made an unfavorable report on the claim of the wi-
dow of the late Colonel Heman Allen.

CUMBERLAND ROAD.

The engrossed bill making appropriation for the continua-
tion of the Cumberland road in the States of Ohio, Indiana,
and Ilinois, came up for consideration, the question being,
“ Shall the bill pass **

[This bill was stated by Mr. Wurre 1o be a bill to provide
the same amount of appropristion as the bill for the same ob-
Ject which passed the Senate the last session, and it was in
the very words of that bill. The bill fuiled in the other House
for the want of time to act upon it. The appropriation pro-
posed by the bill was recommended by the Secretary of War
and chief of the Topographieal Bureau. | s

The bill was passed by the following vote :

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Barrow, Bates,
Benton, Breese, Buchanan, Choute, Crittenden, Davios, Fos-
t,;r. of 'Ié:r::ﬂwr. Francis, Hannegan, Jaruagin, Morehead,

'orter, e, Sevier, Simmons, Sturgeon, Ta 1, Upham,
White, “'mu'!.{sridgr-——*.'j. Y B

NAYS—Messrs. Atherton, ﬂthr. Colquitt, Dickinson,
Evans, Fuirfield, Foster of New York, Haywoosd, Henderson,
Huger, Mangum, Niles, Phelps, Woodbury—14.

SMITHBONIAN INSTITUTION.

Mr. TAPPAN moved that the Benate proceed to the con-
sideration of the Senate bill No. 18, providing for the estu-
blishment of the Smithsonian Institution, which was agreed to.

Mr. WOODBURY moved an amendment, providing that
the Natianal Institute be made, under the directions of Con-
gress, the gers of the proposed Smithsonign Institution,
This amendment was opposed by Messrs. TAPPAN,
CHOATE, BUCHANAN, tnd ALLEN. and sdvncsted by
Mr. WALKER. 1t was finally rejected.

Mr. WOSTER, of New York, proposed an amendment to
the effect that the seven members of the Board of Managers
(other than members of Congress) which the bill provides
bhuhdrdﬁflwojm.hlﬂ be elected so as 1o ensurea per-
manent existence of the Board by one of the said seven going
out of office every year, so that afier the first seven years each
subsequent election will be for the term of seven years.

This amendment was by Messrs. HUNTINGTON,
TAFPPAN, and CHOA and rejected.

Mr. ALLEN objected tothe clause which provided for two
members of the Borrd being bers of the National Insti-
tute. He moved that the words * National Institute " e
stricken out.  The amendment was rejected.

Pending further discussion on the hill, the Senate went into
the consideration of Executive Lusiness, and aflerwards ad-

Jjourned
- BILIS PASSED.
The following engrossed bills were read a third time and

The bill to establish the * Smith Institution.”

An act to establish a new land district in the southern pant
of Arkansas.

A bill to regulate the appoi nts and promotions of the
officers of the United States reveniie service.

The bill for the continuation of the Cumberland road in the
States of Ohio, Indiana, and [linois.

The bill to refund to the State of Massachusetts an ascer-

The bill for the better organization of the district courts of
the State of Louisiana.
~ An'act making compensation to pension agents.

.\um&wﬁurdiefpzfnw.(}. aston.

An act for the relief of Mary E. Zantzinger.

The hill for the relicf of Asahel Brainard.

The bill for the relief of Joshua Shaw.

ANNEXATION OF TEXAS.

Mr. BENTON presented a series of resolutions from the
Legislature of Missouri, in favor of the annexation of Texas,

In presenting these resolutions, Mr. BENTON remarked,
that no State in the Union was more interested in the ques-
tion of dnnexation than was the Swate of Missouri ; and that
interest was both special and general. It was undoubtedly the
wish of that State, and of its Legislature, that Texas should
be admitted constitutionslly, and upon sach principles as
should conduce to the peace and harmony of the lipion. He
hoped that, to accomplish this desirble object, all parties
would unite in a spirit of compromise—that same wpirit
which was recommended by General Wasmisuron at the
close of his public earecr, and which had condueed so
much to the promotion of all the best interests of the country.
In Dt'ﬂ'lll]'ﬂf. 1836, when the Tesan Revolution was young,
he (Mr. B.) had noted the causes which led to that eveut,
and he had found that they run a close parallel with thoee
which indue ‘d our own.  There was a shailar long endurimes
of oppression ; a similar indifference to remonstrance ; o simi-
refusal of redress ; and there was, fortunately, a similar estali-
lish t of independence,

Mr. B. then read a long but highly interesting acconmt of
the events which preceded, led 10, and ensued immediatoly
=u uent to the Texan revolution. This account, Mr. I.
said, fully confirmed the honorable conduct of the Texan peo-
ple, and justified the resolutions of the Legislature of Missonri.

The sentiments exprossed in these resolutions were not
merely those of n large majority, but expressed the opinion of
nearly all the people of Missouri. These sentimerits, properly

and strongly felt, ought to be successful in the result

‘which they desired to accomplish, He concurred most fully
in the desire expressed in the resolutions that their olject

should be dccomplished ax soon ax practicable.  The Genersl
Asserubly of Missouri (said he) view this question in its most

enla aspoct. It i regarded as & greal, o most important

,..a::l jon ; and he (Mr. B.) had no doult that,

_through the operation of a spirit of compromise and mutual
concession, the great object could not only be accomplished, but

accomplished most auspiciously.

Mr. ATCHISON ucknowledged, to the fullest extent, the
right of the constituent to instruct, and the daty of the repre-
wentative to obey. He admitted the great necossity for the
wxercise of a spirit of compromise, and agreed with the views
expressed by fs honorable colleague.  T'he fourth resolution
declared that no power on earth had a right to control, no
power on earth had a right to be consulted on this question,
excopt the Government of Texas and that of the United
Btates.  The sixth resolution stated that the qoestion of slave-
ry need not be now stirred, but lhlw I-ﬂﬂhelzfﬂz
rettlement and adjustment when the rent portions of
tarritory to be snnexed applied for admission as iutpmdml
States, He would leave this question to be s in that
wpirit of compromise which he trusted would then, as well as
now, govern the councile of the Generanl Legislature of the
Union. He eoncurred most fully in the spirit and the objoct
of all the resolutions.

The resolutions were then referred to the Committee on

Foreign Relations.

¥ | mitted.,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

and reports from committees made, s 1
Mr. McKAY, from the Committee of Ways and Meuns,
by leave, reported a bill making appropriastions for fortificutions

mitted to the Committee of the Whole House on the state of
the Union.

Mr. JOSEPH A. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Re-
volutionary Pensions, obtained leave to report & bill for the
relief of George Wentling ; which was twice read and com-

Mr. MeDOWELL, from the Committee on Military Affairs,
reported & joint resolution for the relief of John ton,
which was read the. first and second time and committed to
the Committee of the Whole,

Mr. McDOWELL, from the Committee on Military Affiirs,
to which was referred the joint resolution from the Senate for
the relief of Bent. St. Vrain & Co., reported the same with-
out amendment. The resolution was then committed to the
Committee of the Whole.

Mr. HARDIN, from the Committee on the Post Office and
Rost Roads, to which was recommitted the bill 1o reduce the
rates of postage and to protect the Post Office Department from
frauds, reported an amendatory bill.

The rutes of postage, according to thiz amendatory bill, are
on letters and packets )

Single, not exceeding 300 miles. .. ... ... .5 cents
“ over 300 miles. . . ... AP A o 10 cents,

Double, treble those rates ; quadruple, or other article or thing
aver one ounce, quadruple those rates, and an additional single
postage for each additional half ounce.

Postage to be prepaid or double postage to be charged.

Letters placed in the office, not to go in the mails, two cents
if prepaud, three if not prepaid.

Advertised letters to pay two cents additional,

( We had no opportunity of extracting the substance of the
section fixing the rates of postage on newspapers and other
printed matter, ) ‘ -

Mr. BAYLY, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, re-
ported u bill for the relief of Alexaader . Everctt, which was

| Mr. BELSER, Mr. DUNCAN, and Mr, McDOWELL
Many memorisls and petitions were presented and referred, 0Pposed the resolution in its present shape
;e

for the year ing July 1, 1845,
'Ihhiuwulibfmmlmmdiw,mdwum'

; after the
1‘1“““'"; was taken, and the resolution was passed—Yeas 170,
nays 4,

ELECTION OF A CLERK.

its officers were o be elected vipa voce. To save the troxble
and the time usually consumed in this mode of proceeding he
|won.|dmbmi.tlhnfolbuingmolulhn:

Resolved, That Benjamin B. French be and he is here
sppointed Clerk of this House. |

Mr. PAYNE objected to this mode of ing, and re-
quired that the election should be made in the poinied
out by the rule.

The question was rul by the Chair that the House do
ngree 1o the resolution
And it pussed in the affirmative, it is believed unanimotsly,
us the Reporter heard no response in the negative. !
TEXAS ANNEXATION. |
On Monday, Mr. HAMMETT, who had for several days
been entitled 10 the floor, and whose ' commencemeént of a

and concluded a specch of u good deal of
annexation,
* Mr. HUDSON followed in an argumentative speech on the

opposite side, and was suceeeded by—

K::.‘MARHH, in a highly finished speech, also in opposition
to the measure.

On Tuesday, Mr. RHETT addressed the Committe in
speech in favor of annexation, in which he argued the consti-
tutional and other questions pertaining to it with hig usual

ardor.
Mr. CALDWELL followed, and went into a generul ar-
gument in favor of annexing Texas to the Union, iniwhich

ion in fuvor of

Mr. GIDDINGS next obtained the floor, -udmplﬂi most
of his hour in examining and replying to Mr. Caruovy's ar-
guments for annexation, in its bearings on the subject df sla-

very. )
Mr. A. JOHNSON made a speech, in which he handled
the opp ts of annexation without much

read the first and wecond time and ¢ itted to the € itteo
wf thie Wihete House,
OREGON AND NEBRASKA.

Mr. DOUGLASS, under notice given yesterday, obtained
leave and introduced a bill to establish military posts in the
Territorics of Oregon and Nebraskn. :

The bill was read the first and second time and referred to
the Committee on Military Atliirs, ; i

DEFALCATION OF THE CLERK.
Mr. TAYLOR, chairman of the Committee of Aceounts, in
answer to an inquiry from ¥r. Cave Jonssox whether the
committee had any further developmenits to muke, stated that,
in consequence of the assertivns made to the House yesterday
by Mr. McNulty, respecting his ability to explain every thing
relating to the state of his aceounts to thut committee, the com-
mittee had met this morning at 10 o'clock to receive the ex-
planation; but Mr. MeNulty did not appear before them, nor
address them uny communication, but that, at 11 o'clock, orabout
half past 11, Mr. Kershaw, before referred to by Mr. McNulty as
his elerk of acconnts, presented himself before the committee with
n mass of accounts and papers, but that the time was so far
expended that the committee could not make any full or satis-
factory examination of them. But us, preparatory to such ex-
amination, they had inquired of Mr. Kershaw what was the

whether it was forthcoming *—or whether it had been deposit-
ed in any of the banks *—to which said Kershaw had returned
as a reply that Mr. McNulty must answer those questions—
Mr. T said that the committee could not but feel indignant on
recciving such a reply. Mr. MeNulty, when brought before
the House yesterday, haill seid that he did not choose to go
into details, but had told the comunittee that all his accounts
were in the ion of his accounting clerk, and yet, when
the committee applied té that very clerk for information as to
the state of the account, he had given them the reply just sta-
ted.  Within about half an hour since, they hud received a
letter from Mr. McNulty stating that in the Bank of America,
in the city of New York, there was a balance to his credit of
twenty-mine thousand dollars. This statement did not appear
to Mr. T. materially to change the aspect of the case. By
the act of 1815 the Cledk of the House was directed to make his
deposite of public moneys in hix hands in one of the Banksof this
District, and he had accordingly put a portion of the money in
the Patriotic Bank, and though he might perhaps be one of those
who were of opinion that no banks legally existed in this Dis-
trict, still the questi ined whether the Clerk had the
right to draw the whole fund out of the Treasury and transfer
it to New York or elsewhere, and whether he had any right to
declare that the money would be unsafe if he should deposite
it where the law directed *  He considered Mr. McNulty, at
all events, as very reprehensible in transferring the money to
New York, and thought that on this account, as well as from
the contumacy with which he had stood out against the autho-
rity of that House, as fodged by it in the hands of one of its
T ot s o conchude o o i o s 1
fice. If gentlemen considered the circumstances now discl

unexpended balance of the contingent fund now on hand *— | p

On Weidneaday, Messrs, RATHBUN, of New York, and

POLLOCK, of Pennsylvanis, made speeches against the indu-

sure of annexation, and Mr. COBB, of Georgia, in its favor.
On Thursduy, Mr, HARALSON first took the floor,

and s with great earnestness in favor of annexation.

He was followed by Mr. COLLAMER, who made an ar-

gumentative and lueid speech on the opposite side.

Mr. BEYMOUR, of New York, followed, expressing his

desire for annexation, but stating his objection to the expe-

dients proposed for effocting it

Mr. HAMLIN, of Maine, admitted all the advantages re-

Mr, HOPKINS said that, by the 14th rule of the Howe, |

speech on Saturday last had been cut off, resumed | i

of unbom their sde object seemed to be to
vor to nh%wﬁihwﬁlww
now were propusitions an open direct
reference to the interests mrhdfﬁh-um:ww
plainly, with a direct aim at abolition of slavery. Say
what they plessed, this bill had that for its ultimate ob-
jeet.  That was the reason Mr. P. llad objected 10 its second
reading. &mmnwhhwm
what it was they intended to do: let the people of the United
mm-ﬂunwmmum Should Con-
gress long continue to legislate as it had hitherto done, it
would be productive of results which the phi and
the patriot could not but deplore, Bo far as he and his con-
stituents were concerned, he desired to know what were

ther this system wis to be persevered in’  He called 'on the
House to mark the quarter whence this now pro- |
ceeded : it was important this should be known, as future
events might depend on what now Mr. P, did not!

Mr. BAUNDERS said that if this could, by any possibili-
ty, come to be a test question, he should concur with his
friend from Alabama in opinjon, and should now vote with
him : but it could not be made a test question.  Many gen-
tlemen here, and Mr. 8. for one, were disposed to receive
whatever i any gentleman chose to bring forward
on this Texas matter; let them all be printed, and referred to
the same Committee of the Whole; when they came up there
the committee could have a discussion, or rather a consulta-
tion, upon their compartive merits, and see if’ they could not
curry some bill for the measure, if not unanimously, at least
by a large majority.

Mr. 8. did not approve this bill, but he wns against its re-
jection. He was as much opposed to two of the objects pro-
posod a8 his friend conld by - he_referred to that which refer-
red to slavery, and to that which proposed that we should take
all the lands of Texas, and leave her to pay her own debts.
This, if proposed botween man and man in private transac-
tions, would not be considered strictly honiest.  Yet he should
vate to let the bill be referred ns others had boen, This
committed nobody—as the proposition was to be regarded not
as any thing defiuitive, but merely as a'projef on which the
House couldl act as it pleased.

Mr. DROMGOOLE: said it was unusuul, irrpurliamentary

sulting from annexation, but insisted on the justice of such
a compromise between slaveholding and non-shveholding in-
terests as should, so far as possible, satisfy both;
Mr. FICKLIN spoke in the most zealous minner in favor
of immediate annexation, and in very bitter opposition to
both England and Mexico.
On Friday, Mr. DROMGOOLE, who had the floor on the
rising of the committee on Thursday, opened the lebate of this
day in an argumentative speech, in which he advocated the
annexation of Texas on various grounds, and mplied o the
arguments which had been urged on the other side. f
He was suceeeded by Mr. BARNARD, in a dose legal ag-
gument on the question of power, and in suppor of a written
ition, covering the whole ground, with which he sat out.

Mr. ADAMS next took the floor in opposition to the whole
field of argument on the side of annexstion, wsisting that
Texas never had formed any part of Louisiuna, suoting and
expounding the Louisiana treaty, and going into many inte-
resting historical disclowures relative to the diplomacy before
and during his own administration. His general pusition was,
that with Texas free from slavery, and the assentof Mexico
obtained, he was ready to vote for annexation to-norrow,
- Mr. DANIEL made a constitational argument ia favor of
the power of Congress to annex.

Mr. STONE, of Ohio, made a speech in faver of free
trade and in strenuous opposition to a protective tariff, which he

considered as the root of all the ion toT'exas amexation.
Mr. MORSE, of Maine, spoke in opposition beth to the
power and the expediency, end replied to several assaults which

had been made on the character of New England.

Mr. ELLIS read a very finished speech on the policy of
annexation generally, which he advocated with great warmth.

Mr. NORRIS next took the floor, and made a speech in favor
of annexation.

g MORE ANNEXATION.

Mr. ROBINSON asked leave to introduce a bill for the an-
nexation of Texas to the United States. -

No one objecting, the SPEAKER received the bill, and it
was real by its title.

Mr. ADAMS called for the reading of the bill ; it was then
read throughout, and is as follows :

A BILL for the anvexation of Texas to the United States

Be it enacted, &e. That so much of Texas as may be em-

hrsssd in evenading thul of the loegest State of the
Union, and as shall be dosoribed in the constitation o be Adop-

ed as making his case better, the resolutions heretofore
ed byl!:a committee might undergo a modification. The com-
mittee, however, were not at nt to any.

Mr. HUNGERFORD, onep‘u.;'*lhc :lwmnbenm of Ennp(g:nm’lp
tee of Accounts, sent to the clerk’s table to be read, a letter
addressed by Mr. McNulty to the commitiee, and to which
Mr. Tarvon had referred, stating in very brief and cavalier
!cm\ ;hal he had twenty-nine thousand dollars to his eredit in
New York.

ed as hervinaft I]nvﬂlled,ﬂull.uumeadoptiond‘lduﬂtn-

report- | tion by the pmm: thereof us & State in accordance with the
of t

Constitution Uniter Statea and of the provisions of this
aet, and on the transinission of such constitution to the Pre-
sident of the United States on or before the dth of July next, he
and the same is he , upon his proclamation thercof, admitted
as one of the States of this Union.

Sec. 2. And be it 'ﬁmmm' enacted, That such eonstitution
shall contain a provision ceding to the United States the juris-
diction of the residue of the turrlln?' of Texas, in which davery

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, inquired whether Mr. McNulty
had Iuid before the committee any certificate of deposite in sup-
of that assertion.
Mr. TAYLOR replied in the negative. The committee
had no other evidence of the fact that Mr. McNulty's own as-
Mr. HUNGERFORD called for the reading of the act of
1815, directing how the Clerk should keep his money, and it
was read accordingly.
Mr. HUNGERFORD then sent to the clerk's table a letter
from Suydam Page}d Co. of New York, stating the fact that
Mr. MeNulty had placed ten thousand dollars with them, sub-
ject to the deafls of E. G. Woodwanl, of Columbus, Ohio,
which money they had paid out on Mr. Woodward's drafts.
Mr. CAVE JOHNSON referred to a law requiring the ac-
counts of the expenditure of the contingent fund to be laid be-
fore the House during the first week in December, and inquir-
ed whether the Clerk had complied with that requirement.

The CHAIR, after inquiry of the assistant elerk, stated
to the House that such report had been made on the 7th of
January, and ordered by the House to be printed ; but that, by
the onler of Mr. MeNulty, the printing of it had been forbid-
den, on the ground that there were some bills which could not
he furnished until the retum of Mr. Kershaw, his nccounting
elerk.

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON inquired whether the clerk had
not returned, and whether the order delaying the printing had
heen revoked *

The Assistant Clerk, through the Cian, replied in the
negative, y

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then said he hoped the question
would be put without further delay on adopting the resolutions
fromn the Committes of Accounts. %

T'he first resolution was read as follows :

1. Resolved, That Calel ). MeNulty be and he is herely
dismissed from the offiee of Clerk of this House, :

Mr. WELLER said that he should present no objection
against the odoption of this resolution.  He hiad been induerd,
from the most solemn assurances made 1o him yesterday by
Mi. McNulty that the sccounts wonld be settled and the
whole of the apparent deficit would be promptly made up, to
resiat the passage® of this resolution ; but he trusted that no
one that knew him would believe that he could have adopted
el n course had oot those assumnees met with lis entire be-
fief.  And he atill believed that in the end the Government
would not lose one dollar, vet there existed some cireumstances
which operated to prevent Mr. MeNulty from making the pro-
mised explanation.  Mr. W. had mmde several attempts this
morming to procure an interview with him, ot without sue-
cess,  He had, however, been with him last night, when Mr,
MeNulty made (o him statements which, if true, went 1o
| thow that he had been guilty of nothing dishonorable. Of
thibir truth, however, Mr. W. had no other evidener than the
awertions of the Clerk 3 and it was now with the l!l‘e'pl"ni Mir=
tification he had 1o state that he had been grosly deeeived,
apd placed before that House and the country in a sithation
which he profoundly regretted.

The question being now about to be taken—

Mr. HOPKINS demanded the yeas and nays, which were
ordered aml taken, when there appeared in favor of the adop-
tion of the resolution 196, against it none.

The second resalation was now read as follows :

Resobved, "That the Seeretary of the Treasury e direeted
to jnstitute forthwith the necessary legal proceedings to aseer-
twin and seeure the bulaee of the pn;ﬁ: money due from Calel
J. MeNulty as Clerk of the House of Representatives.

And the question being put on its adoption, it passed by a
unanimous vote.

The third resolation was now read as follows :

Resotved, That the President of the United States be di-
reeted to canse eriminal proscentions to be commenesd agninst
Caleh J. MeNulty, late Clerk of this House, for an embezzle-
ment of the lmh]ic maney, and all persous -dvhiuf or knows
ingly and willingly parcticipating in sueh embezzlement, ae-
cording to the provisions of the net of Congress, approved
August 13, 1841,

And the ion being on its adoption—
Mr. RH some remarks, the purport of which
could not be heard by the Reporter. He

stood Mr. R., however, to say that he could not agree to pass
a resolution of that
Mr. HUNGERFORD called for the reading of the law ro-
lating to.the punishment of defaulters, and of those who em-
bezzled the public entrusted 1o their care.
E"luhwdwh- to be felony, and prescribes
s its punishment imprisonment for not less than six months

shall not exist unlw(.:mn;mublhurultrrwm-n‘u
llw.md:l:i'lu!nl‘.duhh“-n be construed to

any assumption of, or inteution on the part of the United States
to assume, now ov hereafler, the debts, or any portion

thereof,
of Texas, or to impeir the right of sid State to the soil pf the
territory so to be eeded, or tl » of Tq
determine whether slasery shall or shall not exist in said State.

= right of the State of Texas to

See. 3. .ind be it further enacted, That until the next ippor-
ti t of Repr tives g the Stutes, the said Siate of
Texas shall be entitled to two Senators and two Representatives
in the C

After the bill had been read throughout, chjections to jts re-

ception eame from various quarters of the House.

The SPEAKER said that when leave was asked to intro-
duce the bill, he inquired if there was any objection, and hear-
ing none he had received the bill, and it was read the fird time
according to the rules ; and he rulod that it was now o late
to objeet to its reception.
mg:numnmmmmdnid that they had not un-
derstood that the bill had been formally received, or thatit had
received a reading in form according to the rules ; add re-
quired that the question on the motion for leave bn.pullm the
H {

ouse,

The CHAIR maintained his position, and mopounded the
question, ** Shall the bill be the second time " when
Mr. STEWART, of Pennsylvania, objected to the second
reading of the bill ; thereupon
The CHAIR stated that under the rules (which declare
that the first reading of a bill shall be for information, and, if
opposition be made to it, the question shall be ** Shall this bill
be rejected ”? the question before the House was, shall the
hill be rej ?

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS said that, as there seemed to be
so much trouble and difficulty in annexing Texas to the United
States, he would inquire of the Chair whether it would be in
order now to submit a motion to anmex the United States to
Texas ?

The CHAIR. Suech a motion is not now in order.

Mr. ARRINGTON then in?uimi if & motion to lay the bill
on the table would bé in order

The CHAIR said such a motion would be in order.

Mr. ARRINGTON then made the motion that the bill lie
on the table.

The yeas and nays were ealled for, and ondered.

Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, rose to a question of order, mnd
contended that, neconding to the 116th rule, the only ques=
tion that could be entertained, if a bill be opposed on its first
rending, was the question, Shall the bill be rejected *

The CHAIR ruled that, under the 46th rule, which .
vides that when a question is under debate no motion be
received but to adjourn, to lie on the table, for the previous
question, &e. the motion to lie on the table was in order.

Mr. ARRINGTON said, to avoid gquestions of order, he
wonld withdraw the motion to lie on the table. i

The question was then again propounded, Shall the bill be
rejected ?

And the yeas miul nays were ordered.

Mr. HOUSTON said he was against this bill in every im-
portant fenture it contained : the bill was inconsistent with
self, and every way oljectionable ¢ but the House had re-
ceived all the other propositions d by gentlemen, and
hnd ordered thewm to be printed : let this take the same course ;
give it the game chance which had been extended to all the
rest, and let it be roferred to the Committes of the Whole on

the stute of the Union. !
a different conclosion

Mr. PAYNE mid he had come to
from his colleague, though reasoning from the same premises.
He, 100, was opposed to this bill in sll its features ; and he
would take this ocension 1o state that he should go, not enly
against this bill, but aguinst all simil proposition-.  He wis
opposed to it on principle ; and, desiring to see an expression
of the opinion of the House in regard to it, he hoped he shonld
be favored with the yeas and nuys.  He wanted to see how
n.ru:g of t?e members of that House would record their names
in favor of a measure like this ; he hoped 1o soe it rejectad by
a very large majority.  While up, he would offer a remurk or
two more on the course of legislation here, and the uet of

Our Yy was
into two great and distinet portions, uumllnf
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p lings, to object to a bill at its second reading, parlicu-
larly for such an objection to proceed from a friend to the pro-
fessed object of the bill. The enemies of a measure would
sometimes do thig, that they mightanticipste any combinati
of its friends, und so bring the House at once to a vote, nnd
prevent its passage. Mr. D. understood perfectly well the
object of the gentleman from Pennsylvanin, (Mr. Strwant.)
He had objected to the second reading of this bill that he
might bring the House to u direct vote, because he knew that
a majority of the House could not vote for it. It was a mere
ruse of the gentleman, intendedd to divide the friends of an-
nexation: and Mr. D. had been greatly astonished that his
friend from Alsbama near him (Mr. Paxawn) should have
s0 eaxily been led to play into the hands of the enemies of the
ineasure.  In objecting to the motion for rejection, Mr. 1),
did net by any mesns commit himself in favor of the bill : he
was one of those who were in fitvor of a compromise, il
for letting the whole subject of the mode of annexation be left
open to be discussed and moulded so as 10 meet the wishes of
s lirge a majority as possible.

He was against the rejoction, because it was liable to he con-
strued into some intention of discourtesy.  After all other pro-
positions had been received and referred without objection,
should this alone be rejected on a second reading. Therefore,
as an ardent and sincere friend to the restoration of the con-
nexion of Texas with these United States, to the enlargement
of the bounds of the Union, and an extension of the principles
of our glorious €onfederation, he should vote against rejecting
this bill on its second reading. He could not vote in favor of
the bill, but he was for letting it, with the rest, take its chance
for being led. He appealed to the friends of annexation
not to suffer themselves to be divided by the adroit movement
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania. Hoping the House was
not to be drawn into a discussion of the merits of the bill at
this time, he should forbear any ref to the constitutional
and other arguments to which it would give rise ; and, to save
the time of the House, he would conclude by moving the pre-

vious question. ,

Mr. STEWART to the gentleman from Virginia,
(Mr. Dromaoous, having impeached his motives in the
motion Mr. 8, made, not to preclude him from all chance
of reply. If the gentleman would withdraw his call for the

W&gw himself to renew il.
{3 merely to ran

Mr. DROM LE said that he would assent to the request,
provided 1t was to be for no more than a mere explanation. On
that condition he withdrew his call.

Mr. STEWART said that in making the motion on which
the gentleman had commented as a ruse, intended to divide the
friends of annexation, Mr. 8. real objoct had been to bring
the House to a direct vote on the bill. He wished to discover
what was the real object in this Texas movement. He thought
the object was to extend not the area of freedom but the
area of slavery. He admired the candor and frankness mani-
fested by the gentleman from Alabsma, (Mr. Payxx ;) the
gentleman came out like a man, and avowed, without hesitation
or disguise, that the real object sought by this plan of an-
nexalion was the extension and perpetuation of slavery in the

But, while Mr. 8. admired and commended the frankness
of the gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. Parsg,) he could not
s0 compliment the course of the gentleman from North Caro-
lina (Mr. Savxnens) and the gentleman from Virginia, (Mr.
Dromsovors,) both of whom, while dencuncing the bill, said
they would vote for it. What was the guestion ? It was on
the rejection of the bill. Could any gentleman who was op-
posed to the bill vote against this question > which was tanta-
mount to voting in favor of the bill 7 The course of the gen-
teman from Alabama was fair, open, manly, such as every
honorable gentleman ought to pursue in debate. Mr. 8. had
desired to see whether gentlemen were really in favor of ex-
tending liberty or extending slavery ; and he had made his
motion to try that question.  He should now see whether they
truly wished to extend the limits of freedom, as the gentleman
from Virginia had said—[Mr. Dnoxsoour. I never said so ;
I said, extend the principles of our glorious confederacy}—or,
in truth, to strengthen and extend the interests of slavery.
Mr. 8. said he could not vote for this bill, ﬂwug‘hitwa:gc
least exceptionable of any of the various propositions and pro-
jects which hadas yet been brought forward ; because he could
not, in any form whatever, vete to enlarge the area of slavery.
He was sati not that exactly—he was not satisfied
with, but he acquiesced in, the ises of the Constitu-
tion. True, that instrument did give to every Southern man
on that floor what was equivalent to three votes for every five
slaves he held. Thus a Southern man, holding in bondage
five hundred slaves, would have & vote
hundred freemen in a Northern State for ntatives here
and for President, though each of them might own asmuch prop-
erty as he. Yes, for every hundred slaves n Southerner got sixty
votes for sentatives in this House. Take away slave power,
slave representation, and South Carolina will have but four
Representatives on this floor ; and what did the people of the
Narth get by their compromises as an equivalent for this pro-
perty, this slave power ' Nothing, nothing. Direct taxa-
tion was the equivalent for this representation. DBut direct
taxation had been entirely superseded by the tarifl policy,
which relieved the South from direet taxation, and gave them
this tremendous and upequal power for nothing. Not one
cent do thyy now give for it ; und they had rn#nyml This ad-
vantage (with one short interval) from the adoption of the
Constitution till this very hour.

It was that tariff policy which they denounced as robbery

bound to render as the equivalent conteruplated by the framers
of the Constitution, for the crepresentation of three-fifths of
their slaves—representation of property, not Yes,
property, and property only, gave some of the ﬂ: :lhem States
nurlg half their representation on this floor. - Now, though
Mr. B. acquiesced in all this, and was willing the South should
retain this immense power without allowing the North any
::!uivnkmt, yot he never would vote to extond these advan
the slaveholding States ; he wonld not vote to extend

guaranties of the Constitution.  Let the Constitution rest §
let the guaranties stand as thoy were.  He was ready and wil-

barrassment. For, if f

this Union—if John

for the United States, thén he
States to Texss. We gt )
ereign po "";ﬁ"-u'

Great Britin, The first question, then, was,
ernment the power ' Could we thus bring in a foreign Gov-
ernment, with all its jaws and all its obligations ?

Ulenuwmxtqm“mwhemdilth‘itw ’
it lodged with the Hause of Representatives, or with the trea-
ty-making power ? Gentlemen tried to make out
power resided bere { but -that they never would, to Mr. 8.%
satisfaction, or the fatisfaction of the country. But if

¥

House had the powd to annex lerritory, had it the territory to
annex ? Was Texys a Territory only, or was she a Govem-
ment 7 If she wasjp Territory, then he asked was she quali-

quisites 7 This wis another and a sevious difficulty. But, if
all these difficulti mmdm“y‘:&lﬁamwum&m
incorporate in thisI'nion a foreign inde; t sovereign Gov-
ernment ; if this Hhedmbylhllﬁounwilhwuuuty,
i ;) and if Texns was now a part of
for admiasi

and enlightened of this country.  But Mr. 8.'s purpose
had not heen to mp:‘- speech ; I:’hud not intended to have
said a word upon the subject ; but, having accidentally got the
floor, he had avuiled himself of the opportunity of thus defin-
ing his own position. He would now fulfil his purpese in
rising, which was 1o bring-the House to u dircet vote, and
thus to discover the true motives of gentlemen in this Texas
movement.  And, secording to promise, he would move the
previous question.

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, requested* Mr. Stewanr
to withdraw his call for the previous question.

Mr. STEWART replied that it did not lie wilh him, unless
the geatleman from Virginis, (Mr. Dnomeoors,) who had
originally moved it, should assent.

After some conversation and a little confusion, Mr. DROM-
GOOLE assented.

Mr. SEYMOUR said that the mmnnerin which the gentle-
man from Pennsylvania (Mr. Srewanr) had advocated the
rejection of this hill, rendered it desiruble that M. 8. should
ul{i'r a few remarks in explanation of his course. 1f the ques-
tion were now on the final passage of the hill, believing as he
did that Congress had no constitutional power to aequire terri-
tory by legislation, he should be constrained to vote against it.
But he understood the ohject of all those gentlemen who were
going to vote aguinst the rejection to be merely to allow this
bill to tuke the course of others—to I-t it go 1o a Committee of
the Whole on the state of the Union and be printed ; and that
no indication of opinion touching its merits would le given hy
such vote. Mr. 8. should vote with them in the pegative.

He thought it due to his colleague (Mr. Romrxsos) that
the same hould be | 1 in relation to this bill as
had been taken with others on the same general subject. Mr.
8. could not believe thay, heeause this bill sed to add ter-
vitory o the Union in a manner different from some which
had preceded it, and to give a larger portion of the added ter-
ritory to the enjoyment of freedom, it should on that
be rejected. And he had felt surprised that the gentleman
from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Srewant,) comir i
one of the free Btates, should make a motion to that effect.
And now, that this debate must be closed, he would move
the previous question.

Mr. PAYNE pressed Mr. Sexmoun to withdraw this mo-
tion ; and, after the usual difficulties and by-conversation,
Mr. B. consented. 1

Mr. PAYNE rose to address the committee, lut Mr.
SCHENCK raised a point of order. He denied it was in the
power of gentlemen thus to transfer the possession of the
floor. No one member had a right to move the previous

uestion, and then to withdraw it in favor of another ; because

when that was done, the Chair assigned the
who first addressed it. In this case, the gentleman

5
i

bama, having once spoken, was not entitled to the floor, uiless
b’lﬁu%’:\jrﬂ asked the liberty of E:-mm
r. said be .
nation ; and he wanted to see the gentleman who would be so
omll‘m—hhyhhkm d
o gentleman objecting— ;
Mr. P. said the genfleman from Virginia seemed to think
Mr. P. bad been duped ; but if he thought so, he was most

egregiously mistaken.

Mr. DROMGOOLE eid he had not said the gentleman
was duped. He had expressed his surprise that the gen-
tleman should so easily be led to play into the hands of the
enemies of annexation. .

Mr. PAYNE coull not see the difference between this and
saying he had been doped. [A laugh.] The matter, how-
ever, was of little importance. He had not hendurdhy
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. STewant.) Mr. P,

giving e nimbulla voting agai

hill. was the best evidence he give ; he wish-
ed (o preserve the record of his acts here, upstained
thing like double-dealing or cross-firing. He did not
whether other gentlemen meant to the same course
with him ; he did not undertake to to any man. He
considered this bill as aimed directly against the annexation of
Texas to this Union. It came from a masked battery, and
was designed to demofish the object of the real friends of
Texas. Asone of those friends, he should vote against it.
It had been intimated by the gentleman that enemies of the
measure might vote against this motion because they we
enemies.  Mr. . eared not ; he had no concealments,

in legislation or in any thing else. He hoped the enemies
the measure might vote aguinst this motion, because
they would be aiding him and aiding annexation toe.
moved the previous question.

Mr. ATKINSON entreated Mr. P. to withdraw the mo-
tion to allow him to muke a personal explanation : would the
gentleman refuse this after he had made his own ?

Mr. PAYNE refusing, Mr. Arxixsox expressed great in-
dignation that gentlemen should make
and then, by the previous question, cut off all others; it was
insuffurable !

*Mr. PAYNE inquired of the Chair whether the gentle-
man had made any n{mech on this matter at all  and if not,
how could he explain :

Mr. ATKINSON wsaid he had not, but it was as
to him as hiseonstituents * * * Here Mr. A's v was
drowned by repeated cries to order, and by the thunders of the
Speaker's hammer.
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wished to subimnit a §wt words on that motion.
The CHAIR pronounced him out of order.
The question being put on seconding the motion for the

and plunder of the Bouth, that now secured them this great vioud question, ayes were 76 ; but bofore the noos were
vanlage over the North in the cxcmga'un from direct taxation, .-E:mml, tellers demanded ; when the vote stood : Ayes
which, in justice and in the spirit of the compromise, they were | 71, noes 97,

Ho the House refused to second the previous question.

Me. ATKINSON now obtained the floor, and said that he
was happy to find himsell’ in ion of it by parliamentary
usage, lhhuiddmm:clhemﬂuyofmymr
man,  He did not desire tointlict a speech on the House, but
marely to set himself right beforp the people hie had the honor

to represent, respecting the question now pending.
Mr. A. had mw"m House on this subject ; not

an interest in it pe who
had spoken, but becanse he here that those who were
lightest in

ling to stand by them as they existed—to maintain and do-
fond them as they were, however unequal in this respect ; butl
he never would extend them—never, never. Therefore he
should voto against this bill, and 1 favor of its rejecti

ne ‘rﬂku'hr. stood the best chance. b
A voice :  “ What i the particular " Increased lnughter. )
Mr. A. was poor ot g scramble, dally at his time of life,
He was opposed to this and to all bille and resolutions which

[Mr. Duoxeoornr, speaking neross : You have made your,
explanation ; now redeem your pladge and move the previous
question. |

Mr. SFEWART said he was not going to make n Texns
specch, [**an anti-Texas speech, yon mean,”™] nor shonld he
have opened his mouth on this oceasion but for the NI:!}F*’HU‘
the gentleman. [** Now move the previous question, o'
would thank the gentleman fiom Vieginia tiv/ba l-r quiet, |
[ laugh) und not intesrupt him oment. He was not
going to detain the House. What so mwno-l
men ?  The Texas debate was to be ' |

“* Yeou, but not hy you."]

j
:

loclared that Texas should not come into the Union (as ho
hoped she would do before the present Congress adjourned )
perfectly free as to her municipal regulations.  He did not
desire that when the question of Oregon should be raised here,
the question of slavery shoull be ruised also as & bughear
he was for adwitting all new States, with liberty to
adopt. slavery, or prefer white fabor, just as they pleased. He
did live in u sla State § bot ho should not_raise the
issue here whether slavery was a curso or o blessing ; it was
enough for him to know that his guilt; e"

is took from the Chair the power given him by the rules of
the House to designate who was entitled to the floor, and put
that power in the hands of a private member ; and, besides,
it infringed on the rule which empowered the House to say
that the mein question should be naw,

The SPEAKER roplied that mﬁ-mumwm
arrang compel o transfer of the floor. A member might
withdraw a proposition he had made, if he so pleased ; and,

Mr, ATKINSON moved-1o be exeused frém voting, and [

i
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the territory of thy United States—had appli % e S h‘m
had adopted and ted a republican tution of Gov- E:::”}-f,j:u“.'c ’ » Joromiak. F. Colen,’ Col-
ernment, and hummmquhm population to entitle her to ad- h.,,‘,_.:.' Ri Davis, John W, Davis,
mission ; still wery we pre, to udmit Texas with slavery | lingham, Dromgoole, 5, ‘-&
covering her whole su wilhh’ller I:Iut mof rhu;dd ;nd illl::le I-’aﬁt.n l-‘m-r'.lr:lhlu. mmh
unliyuidated debt and with the hazanl too of war in- 5, Hanmi n |

grygee by the vioktion of our solemn treaty stipulations with | per, Henley, Herrick, h"lﬁi Houston, Jumes B.
Mexico ? His snswer was, no ! and such, in his opinion, {“&u‘“’l“ J. 1“5“""‘""“' a, Jenks,

would be'the ready response of o vast majority of honest, free, | A0drew Johuson, Andrew K + Preston

rick, Lalrauche, Lyon, M en,
McClernadd, MeDowell, Mellvaine,
Murphy, Newton, Norris, ter, F

oy . ot Frat, Purdy, Rath

lock Elisha t. Patter, Fmery ) . Purdy, ‘ln:
Scuter, Thow, 1, Svm 1on
n I Smith, Thos. %

bun, David 8. Reid, Reding,

MHussell, Sa Sau
mll L. ml:les.immu, J

-

Robert Smith, Swenvod, Stetson, Stiles, Jumes W. Stone,
Alfred P. Stone, Strong, Sykes, “Thompson, Ti Til-
den, Vanmeter, Wentworth, {Vlmn!.on, Benjumin White, Wil-

linms, Winthrop, Joseph A. Wright, Yost—119,

8o the House refused to reject the bill ;" and it was there-
upon tead a second time; and referred to n Committee of the
whole House on the state of the Union. )

any branch or department thereof, havin, g for its oljoct the an-
nexasicn of Texis to the United States ; because it is uneon--
stitutional ; because-it-would Jead to war without just cause ;
beenuse it would make our co linbly for the debts of

us other

Texus, without sufficient indemnity ; and for

reasons set forth in the resolutions. .
These resolutions also instruct the Senators and request the

Representatives of that State in Congress to conform their votes

to the principles lakl down in the resolutions, and to use their

utmost endeavors to prevent the annexation of Texas to the

United States.
. OREGON.

Mr. TILDEN at the same time other resolution®
of the Legislature of the State of Ohio, requesting the Sena-
s s oS o

mselves to bring to a speedy t :
pending in relation to the title of the United States to the Ore-
gon territory, and to take such mmmtun-

the blessings
of their lives and property ; and

The Crenx answered that he had not. The word imafructed
was the term employed in the resolution. ;

The resolutions were conunitted to the Committee of the
Whole on the state of the Union.

;-__'_
_ THE TREATY WITH CHINA. ;

The subjoined Message was communicated to
the House of Representatives on Weduesday last
by the President of the United States :

Wasmivorow, Jaxvany 22, 1845.
To the House of Representatives :

I communicate herewith an abstract of the treaty between
the United States of America and the Chinese Empire, con-
cluded at. Wang Hiya on the 3d of July last, and ratified by
the Senate on the 10th instant, and which, having also been
ratified by the Emperer of China, now swaits only the ex-
change of ratifications in China ; from which it will be seen
that the special mission authorized by Congress for this pur-
pose has fully succeeded in the accomplishment, so far, of the
great ohjects for which it was appointed, and in placing our
relations with China on a new footing, eminently favorable to
the commerce and other interests of the United States.

In view of the magnitade and importance of our national
concerns, actual and prospective, in China, I submit to the
consideration uf Congress the expediency of providing for the
preservation and cultivation of the subsisting relations of am-
ity between the United States and the Chinese Government,
cither hy means of n permanent Minister, or Commissioner

| with diplomatic functions, as in the case of certain of the

Mahometan States. [t appears, by one of the extracts an-
nexed, that the establishment of the British Government in
China consists both of a Plenipotentiary and also of paid Con-
suls for all the Five Ports, one of whom has the title and exer-
cises the functions of Consul General ; and France has also
a salaried Consul General ; and the interests of the United
States seem, in like manner, to call for some representative in
China of a higher class than an onlinary commercial con-
I also submit to the consideration of Congress the expedi-
ency of making some specinl provision by law for the security
of theindependent and honorable positien which the treaty of
Wang Hiya confers on citizens of the United States residing
or doing business in China. By the twenty-first and twenty-
fifth articles of the treaty, (copies of which are subjoined in
extenso, ) citizens of the United States in China are wholly
exempted, as well in criminal ns in civil matters, from the
local jurisdiction of the Chinese Government, and made amen-
able to the wws and subject to the jurisdiction of the sppro-
printe authorities of the United, States alone. Some action
on the part of Congress scoma desirable, in order to give full
effect to thgro important concessions of the Chinese Govern-
ment,

Navar.—The United States sloop of war Jumestown, Com-
mander Ronxnr B. Cosxisonan, (lag-ship of Commodore
Cuanues W. Sxivxen,) and the sloop of war Porfsmouth,
Cammandor Moxrooxsnt, dropped down 1o Hampton Roads
on Wednesday afiernnon, preparatory to sailisg for Rio Ja-
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